
Chairman Kucinich Initiates Congressional Oversight Of The Perry Nuclear Power Plant Shutdown And NRC Response

  

In response to the emergency closure of FirstEnergy’s Perry Nuclear Power Plant,
Congressman Dennis Kucinich (D-OH), Chairman of the Domestic Policy Subcommittee, sent a
letter to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) today requesting a briefing on the findings
of its special inspection of the facility. 

The NRC was notified in the early morning of Wednesday, Nov. 28 that the Perry Nuclear
Power Plant had automatically shut down and that two water cooling pumps malfunctioned and
portions of the backup systems failed. The NRC today announced that it would conduct a
special inspection of the plant.

Kucinich’s letter to the NRC detailed the history of poor management at the plant and requested
a briefing a soon as is “reasonably practicable.”  The NRC has stated that their inspection would
be finished in seven days, with a report to follow in 45 days.

“I think the people of Ohio have reason to be concerned about FirstEnergy’s record in operating
its nuclear power plants. I intend to get answers, to press the NRC to protect the safety to Ohio
residents, and to hold FirstEnergy accountable,” Kucinich said.

Kucinich’s Subcommittee, which is part of the Oversight and Government Reform Committee,
has oversight authority over the NRC. Earlier this year, FirstEnergy tried to escape the final two
years of a required independent assessment of its Davis-Besse plant. However, after Kucinich
wrote a letter expressing his concerns, FirstEnergy withdrew its request to avoid assessment.  

FirstEnergy is the same company that was responsible for a massive power blackout, which
forced parts of eight states and part of Canada into darkness in the summer of 2003. 
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